
 
 

 
 



 

ñNature on its Courseò / ñNature sur son Coursò (2009)  

- A short film by / un film de Su-An Ng 

 

Synopsis: 

ñNature on its Courseò is a short mixed-media animation about a careless hunter who takes more than he 

needs. It is a reminder to viewers to respect their environment and not to underestimate the forces of 

nature. 

 

Run time: 2 minutes 30 seconds 

Genre: Short / Animation / Experimental 

 

Director: Su-An Ng 

Producer: Su-An Ng 

Year: May 2009 

 

Production Format: HD 720p 29.97fps       

Screening Formats: Beta SP / DVD 

Aspect Ratio: 16:9      

Color/B&W : Color  

Language: No dialogue     

Technique: 2D/3D digital animation, traditional drawn animation 

 

Credits: 

Director & Animator: Su-An Ng  

Sound designer: Spencer Davis 

Additional compositing: Leanna Knowles 

Reference footage acting: Keith Ng 

 

Special thanks to: 

Marilyn Cherenko 

Stephen Wichuk 

Emily Carr Animation Faculty 

Animation Grad Class of 2009 

 

Produced at: 

Emily Carr University of Art and Design 

2009 

All Rights Reserved 

natureonitscourse.su-anng.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Production and Festival Contact/Permanent Address:  

Su-An Ng 

18 Birchwood Crescent 

Port Moody, B.C 

V3H 5H7 

Canada 

 

Home: 604-461-1789 

Cell: 778-885-4214 

 

Email address: su-an@su-anng.com 

Film website: http://natureonitscourse.su-anng.com 
Artist website: http://www.su-anng.com 
 
Awards:  
2009 Emily Carr University Presidentôs Media Arts Award 

for ñthe filmôs originality, effective blend of techniques, sophistication and 

how it revealed its message subtlyò. 

http://www.ecuad.ca/node/3172 

 

2009 Short Fuse ï Emily Carr University Media Grad Show ï Honorable Mention  

for ñcreativity, taking risks and unique experimental styleò 

 

Official Selections: 

Best of 36th Northwest Film & Video Festival Tour  

Victoria Film Festival  

ION International Film Festival    

Anchorage International Film Festival   

36th Northwest Film & Video Festival  

Vancouver Short Film Festival  

Planet in Focus International Environmental Film & Video Film Festival  

5th Singapore Short Film Festival  

2nd Vancouver Singapore Film Festival  

 

Artist Statement: 

This film is inspired by the contrasting attitudes people have towards the environment and is a reflection 

of the attitudes observed in Singapore and Canada. 

Throughout my development as an artist, I have been exploring the relationships between people and 

their immediate environments. I am interested in social design, making change, sustainability, and 

education, art as expression and art as a problem solver. I have always been influenced by design, 

photography and critical theory and see myself using animation as a form of time-based media to 

communicate ideas and stimulate discourse. I am inspired by everything around me, from the sound of 

trickling water on a mountain top to the design of chipping paint on the wall to the color of my coffee. 

What drew me to animation is the inter-disciplinary nature of the medium. With the combination of the 

power of storytelling, it presents itself as a limitless form of expression. I am excited about the 

possibilities 

mailto:su-an@su-anng.com
http://natureonitscourse.su-anng.com/
http://www.su-anng.com/
http://www.ecuad.ca/node/3172


 

Biography: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Su-An Ng is originally from Singapore, where she spent most of her life growing up. Su-An was 

tired of how art was valued less than academics in Asia and yearned to pursue her art interests 

somewhere in the world that would take it seriously. Having spent a few years living in Vancouver 

when she was a child, Su-An decided to pursue her passion for art at Emily Carr University of Art and 

Design. During this time, she was able to go wild and experiment with drawing, printmaking, design, 

sound and photography. She soon discovered that animation was the one medium that could encompass 

all of these mediums that she enjoys working in. After four years, Su-An Ng graduates with a Bachelors 

of Media Arts, majoring in Animation.  

 

 Her graduation film, ñNature on its Courseò was the winner of the 2009 Emily Carr University 

Presidentôs Media Arts Award. The jury commented on the ñfilmôs originality, effective blend of 

techniques, sophistication and how it revealed its message subtly.ò 

 

Interested in experimental approaches in her work, Su-An is a multidisciplinary designer and 

animator who doesnôt limit herself when trying to solve her creative problems. Whether it is using 

traditional 2d hand drawn animation, 3d motion graphics or stop motion animation, Su-An is willing to 

explore any medium necessary to get her message across. 

  

 Su-An founded the Motion Sickness Animation Collective in 2008. This collective allows for 

experimentation and collaboration with other animators in Vancouver. Their goal is to refresh the 

artistic standard through time-based media. She also contributes to the Roy Was Here Artist Collective 

in which she designs graphics for t-shirts and other accessories.  

 

 If Su-An is not in front of her computer working away, she might be somewhere in the world 

camping in the woods, hiking up a mountain, or kayaking at sea. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Press Clips / Reviews: 

- Willamette Week - 36th NW Film & Video Festival  

"..the highlight of what I saw of Shorts II was Su-An Ngôs Nature on Its Course, a pop song-brief 

animated trek into snowdrifts of crumpled paper.." 

 

- Portland Mercury - Wet Hot American Fall, The Northwest Film & Video Festival Goes A-Scoutin'  

"While most of the shorts are a mixed bag, the animated shorts largely maximize the wavelength of a 

few minutes of tapeðnotably Su-An Ng's visually stunning Nature on its Course..." 

 

- The Oregonian - Homegrown: the 36th Northwest Film & Video Festival  

"A preview collection of short films included such diverse gems as ñNature on its Course,ò an 

inventive, pencil-drawn short by Su-An Ng..." 

 

- Portland Mercury Blog - 36th Northwest Film & Video Festival Review  

"...Su-An Ng's animated short Nature on Its Course is candy for the eyes and ears."  

 

- Emily Carr University - Alumni News, 36th Annual Northwest Film & Video Festival  

 

- Planet in Focus International Environmental Film Festival 

"Nature on its Course is a brilliant mixed-media animation about a careless hunter who takes more 

than he needs. It is a reminder to viewers to respect their environment and not to underestimate the 

forces of nature. Winner of the 2009 Emily Carr University President's Media Arts Award for 

'creativity, originality and taking risks,' the director, Su-An Ng, combines crumpled paper 

backgrounds with shadowy rotoscope and brilliantly sketched animal silhouettes. Her love of 

mountains and forests is apparent in a tactile setting that even includes mist. Of course there is a 

surprise ending. Not to be missed."  

 

- Emily Carr University - Alumni News, Vancouver Short Film Festival  

 

- Canadian Immigrant - Vancouver Singapore Film Festival, September 2009 Issue  

 

- Review Vancouver - Vancouver Singapore Film Festival 

"The short films began with a bonus animated contribution by director, Su-An Ng ï entitled ñNature 

On Its Course that, through contrasts of black and white, cleverly reminded the audience of the power 

of mother nature." 

- The Georgia Strait - Vancouver Singapore Film Festival, August 27th 2009 

 

http://wweek.com/editorial/3552/13310/
http://www.portlandmercury.com/portland/wet-hot-american-fall/Content?oid=1807187
http://blog.oregonlive.com/madaboutmovies/2009/11/homegrown_the_36th_northwest_f.html
http://blogtown.portlandmercury.com/BlogtownPDX/archives/2009/11/06/commence-northwest-film-and-video-fest
http://www.ecuad.ca/node/3978
http://planetinfocus.bside.com/2009/films/natureonitscourse_planetinfocus2009
http://www.ecuad.ca/node/3814
http://www.su-anng.com/natureonitscourse/vsff_ci_article.pdf
http://reviewvancouver.org/sp_vsff.htm
http://www.straight.com/node/249430


- Vancouver Singapore Film Festival - Press Release  

 

- Canadian Animation Resources - Short Fuse Grad Show Review 

"Finally, I must mention Su-An Ngôs *Nature on Itôs Course*. It was the winner of the Presidentôs 

Media Award, as judged by CTV producer Louise Clark, Presentation House Gallery curator Helga 

Pakasaar and Academy Award winning animator David Fine. 

The complexity of Ngôs animation and story-telling only revealed itself subtly. Behind a forest of 

cubist trees, an intricately modeled moose rears its head as a scribble of ink. And as the hands of a 

hunter are seen pulling the trigger on his rifle, so too does he trigger a rumbling avalanche of 

crumpled paper. 

In that way, watching *Nature on Itôs Course* is as much a visual experience as it is a tactile one, 

which is why Ng received the accolades she deserves. The jury also commented on the filmôs 

originality, effective blend of techniques, sophistication and how it revealed its message subtly."  

 

- Emily Carr University- Grad Catalogue 2009 - Su-An Ng  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://vsff.org/release/singapore-film-festival-hits-vancouver-second-year
http://www.canadiananimationresources.ca/?p=117
http://grad2009.ecuad.ca/animation/suan_ng/


Film Stills:  

 

 
 

 

 
 


